
ABSTRACT 

Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19) — Infection Prevention and Control — The 
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 (Central Act No.3 of 1897) — Regulations -
Issued. 

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (P1) DEPARTMENT 

G.O.(Ms).No. 97 
	

Dated: 15.03.2020 
Vihari, Panguni — 2 
Thiruvalluvar Aandu — 2051. 

ORDER:  

The World Health Organization has declared the recent COVID-19 
epidemic affecting 114 countries including India as Public Health Emergency 
of International Concern (PHEIC) and has also characterized it as a 
controllable pandemic. 

2. Considering the present situation arising out of Corona Virus Infection 
in the country, the Government have decided to prescribe regulations to 
prevent the Outbreak of Corona Virus Disease (COVID-19) under the 
Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 (Central Act No.3 of 1897). 

3. The following notification will be published in the 
Tamil Nadu Government Gazette:- 

NOTIFICATION  

In exercise of powers conferred under section 2 of the Epidemic 
Diseases Act, 1897 (Central Act 3 of 1897),the Governor of Tamil Nadu 
hereby makes the following Regulations.- 

THE REGULATIONS.  

1. Short title.-These regulations may be called the Tamil Nadu COVID -19 
Regulations, 2020. 

2. Definitions.- 

(1)"Authorized person" means the Director of Public Health and 
Preventive Medicine, the Director of Medical and Rural Health Services, the 
Director of Medical Education, Deputy Director of Health Services, Joint 
Director of Medical and Rural Health Services, District Collectors or any other 
Medical Officer not below the rank of Assistant Surgeon. 
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(2) "Collector" means the District Collector or any other Officer 
authorized by the Government to perform the functions of the District 
Collector. 

(3) "COVID-19" means a Disease caused by infection with severe acute 
respiratory syndrome Corona Virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). 

(4) "Designated laboratory" means any laboratory designated by the 
Central or State Government for the purpose of COVID-19. 

(5)"District Nodal Officer" means the Nodal Officer appointed for 
COVID-19 by the Department of Health and Family Welfare in each district. 

(6) ".Hospital" means a place where patients are admitted for medical 
treatment and includes a Government Hospital. 

3. Duties of Hospital.- (1) Every hospital shall maintain rooms or wards 
exclusively to examine and screen persons suspected of COVID-19. 

(2) 	During screening of such cases, shall record,- 

whether the person has travelled to any country 
or area where COVID-19 has been reported 
during the last 28 days; and 

(ii) the history of the person coming in contact with 
a suspected or confirmed ease of 
COVID-19. 

In case the person falling under sub 	regulation (2), the 
hospital shall,- 

(i) if the person is asymptomatic, he shall be advised 
to be in Home Quarantine for 14 days; or 

(ii) if the person is symptomatic as per case definition 
of COVID-19, then he shall be isolated in the hospital as 
per the guidelines of the Government of India issued 
from time to time in this behalf. 

(4) 	Every hospital shall collect samples for COVID-19 as per 
the guidelines of the Government of India issued from 
time to time in this behalf and send them to the 
Designated laboratory through the District Nodal Officer. 

Every hospital shall immediately inform all suspected 
cases of COVID-19 to the City Health Officer in the case 
of Chennai district and to the Deputy Director of Health 
Services in the case of other districts. 

(i) 

(3) 

(5) 
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4. Power of Authorized Officer.- If any person falling under sub 
regulation (2) of regulation 3 refuses to be isolated and admitted in a hospital, 
the authorized.ofFicer shall forcefully admit and isolate him for a period of 14 
days or till the report of the designated laboratory tests are received, 
whichever is earlier. Thereafter, further treatment shall be given based on the 
result of the Laboratory Test. 

5.Containment Measures.- If cases of COVID-19 are reported from a 

defined.  geographic area such as village, town, 'city, ward, colony, settlement, 
the Collector shall have the right to implement following containment 
measures, but not limited to these, in order to prevent spread of the disease 

namely:- 

(i) sealing of the geographical area. 

(ii) barring entry and exit of population from the 
containment area. 

(ii) 	closure of schools, offices or any establishment and 
banning public gatherings. 

(iv) banning vehicular movement in the area. 

(v) initiating active and passive surveillance of COVID-19 

cases. 

(vi) designating any building as containment unit for 
'isolation of the cases. 

(vii) direct staff of any Government 	department for 

discharging the duty of containment measures. 

(viii) any other measure, as may be directed by the 
Department of Health and Family Welfare. 

6. Private Laboratory.- No private laboratory shall take or test samples 

of COVID-19. 

7. Precautionary Measures.- (1) Any person with a history of travel in for 
a period not less than 28 days to a country or area from where COVID -19, 
shall report himself to the nearest Government Hospital or at any time, call 
toll-free helpline number 104 or report to the Control Room (04429510500, 
04429510400, 9444340496, 8754448477) at the Directorate of Public Health 
and Preventive Medicine or to the helpline number of the district concerned, 
available at the website www.tnhealth.tn.clov.in   

(2) Any person with a history of travel to a country or area from 
where COVID -19 for a period of not less than 28 days but does not have any 
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symptom of cough, fever or difficulty in breathing, shall isolate himself at 
home.Such a person shall take precaution to avoid contact with any other 
person including family members for a period of 14 days. 

(8) Dissemination of Information.- No person or Institution or 
organization shall use any print or electronic media for dissemination of any 
information regarding COVID-19 without obtaining prior permission from the 
Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Director of Medical and 
Rural Health Services, Director of Medical Education or Collector. 

(BY ORDER OF THE GOVERNOR) 

BEELA RAJESH 
SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 

To 

The Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, Chennai - 600 006 
The Works.  Manager, Government Central Press, Chennai- 600 079. 

(for publication in the Tamil Nadu Government Gazette (2 copies) 
The Secretary to Government of India, 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare Department, 
Nirman Bhavan, New Delhi - 110011. 

The Director of Medical and Rural Health Services, Chennai - 600 006. 
The Director of Medical Education, Chennai - 600 010. 
Copy to  

The Health and Family Welfare (Data cell) Department, Chennai - 600 009. 
The Special Personal Assistant to Hon'ble Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 

Chennai - 600 009. 

The Senior Private Secretary to Law Secretary, Chennai - 600 009, 
Stock file/Spare copy. 

//FORWARDED BY ORDER!! 

id&11-06(diltrcri-s;-/  0,03  
SECTION OFFICER 
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No.120] 	 CHENNAI, SUNDAY, MARCH 15, 2020 
Panguni 2, Vikari, Thiruvalluvar Aandu-2051 

Part Ill—Section 1(a) 
General Statutory Rules, Notifications, Orders, Regulations, etc., 

issued by Secretariat Departments. 

NOTIFICATIONS BY GOVERNMENT 

HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE DEPARTMENT 

THE TAMIL NADU COVID-19 REGULATIONS,2020. 

[G.0-Ms. No. 97, Health and Family Welfare (P1), 15th March 2020, 

Panguni 2, Vikarl Thiruvalluvar Aandu-20511 

• No. SRO A-9(a)/2020. 

In exercise of powers conferred under Section 2 of the Epidemic DiseaSes Act, 1897 (Central Act 3 of 

1897), the Governor of Tamil Nadu hereby makes the following Regulations.- 

THE REGULATIONS 

• 1 	Short title.-These regulations may be called the Tamil Nadu COVID--19 Regulations, 2020. 

2. Definitions.- 

(1)"Authorized person" means the Director of Public Health and Preventive Medicine, the Director of 
Medical and Rural Health Services, the Director of Medical Education, Deputy Director of Health Services, Joint 
Director of Medical and Rural Health Services, District Collectors or any other Medical Officer not below the rank of 

Assistant Surgeon. 

(2) "Collector' means the District Collector or any other Officer authorized by the Government to perform 

. the functions of the District Collector. 

(3) "COVID-19" means a Disease caused by Infection with .severe acute respiratory syndrome Corona 

Virus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). 

(4) "Designated laboratory" means any laboratory designated by the Central or State Govemment for the 

purpose of COVID-19. - 

(5) "District Nodal Officer" means the Nodal Officer appointed for COVID-19 by the Department of Health 

and Family Welfare in each district. 

III-1(a) Ex. (120) 
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(6) "Hospital" means a place where patients are admitted for medical treatment and includes a Government Hospital. 

3. Dulles of Hospital--
(1) Every hospital shall maintain rooms or wards exclusively to examine and screen persons suspected of COVID-19 

(2) 	During screening of such cases, shall record,- 

whether the person has travelled to any country or area where COVID-19 has been 
reported during the last 28 days; and 

(ii) 	
the history of the person coming in contact with a suspected or confirmed case of 
COVID-19: 

In case the person falling under sub regulation (2), the hospital shall,- 

if the person is asymptomatic, he shall be advised to be in Home Quarantine for 14 
days; or 

(ii) 	
if the person is symptomatic as per case definition of COVID-19, then he shell he 
isolated in the hospital as per the guidelines of the Government of India issued from 
time to time in this behalf. 

EVery hospital shall Collect samples for COVID-19 as per the guidelines of the Government 
of India issued from time to time in this behalf and send them to the Designated laboratory 
through the District Nodal Officer. 

Every hospital shall immediately inform all suspected cases of COVID-19 to the City Health 

Officer in the case of Chennai district and to the Deputy Director of Health Services in the 
case of other districts. 

4. Power of Authorized 
Officer- If any person falling under sub regulation (2) of regulation 3 refuses to be isolated and 

admitted in a hospital, the authorized officer shall forcefully admit and isolate him for a period of 14 days or till the report 

the result of the Laboratory Test of the designated laboratory tests are received, whichever is earlier. Thereafter, further treatment shall be given based on 

• 5.Containment Measures- 
If cases of COVID-19 are reported from a defined geographic area such as village, town, 

city, ward, colony, settlement. the Collector shall have the right to implement following containment measures, but not limited 
to these, in order to prevent' spread of the disease namely:- 

(i) 	sealing of the geographical area 

(i1) 	
barring entry and exit of population from the containment area. 

(iii) 
closure of schools, offices or any establishment and banning public gatherings. 

(iv) banning, vehicular movement in the area. 

(v) initiating active and passive surveillance of COVID-19 cases. 

(v) 	
designating any building as containment unit for isolation of the cases. 

(vii) 
direct staff of any Government department For discharging the duty of containment measures. 

(viii) 
any other measure, as may be directed by the Department of Health and Family Welfare. 

6. Private Laboratory.- 
No private laboratory shall take or test samples of. COVID-19. 

7. Precautionary Measures.- 
(1) Any person with a history of travel in for a period not less than 28 days to a country 

or area from where COVID -19, shall report himself to the nearest Government Hospital or at any time, call toll-free helpline 
number 104 -or report to the Control Room (044-29510500, 044-29510400, 9444340496, 8754448477) at the Directorate 

www.tnhealthin.novin. of Public Health and Preventive Medicine or to the helpline number of the district concerned, available at the website 

(3)  

(4)  

(5)  

(i) 
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(2) Any person with a history of travel to a country or area from where COVID -19 for a period of not less than 29 

days but does not have any symptom of cough, fever or difficulty in breathing, shall isolate himself at home.Such a person 

shall fake precaution to avoid contact with any other person including family members for a period of 14 days. 

(6) Dissemination of Information.- No person or Institution or organization shall use any print or electronic media for 

dissemination of any information regarding COVID-19 without obtaining prior permission from the Director of Public Health 

and Preventive Medicine, Director of Medical and Rural Health Services, Director of Medical Education or Collector. 

BEELA RAJESH, 

Secretary to Government. 

PRINTED ANo PUBLISHED BY THE DiRECTOR OF STATIONERY AND PRINTING, CHENNAI 
ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 
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